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TUFF in the NFL

Mason Cole, C Steelers, and Josh Ross, ILB
Ravens, will both represent TUFF this fall in

the NFL’s My Cause My Cleats campaign.

As it reaches the end of summer, we
introduce our plans to launch the
TUFF Mentorship Program by Summer
2023.

Amidst changes in the world of philanthropy from
ongoing technological advancements, our team is
pioneering a new way for nonprofit organizations to
expand their areas of support.

Realizing that our team has access to a vast network
of current athletes from numerous Power 5 schools,
we plan to utilize these connections to find
interested and responsible role models for this
program. We have begun the process of surveying
athletes on multiple campuses about becoming
involved and have received a great response rate.

Our mentorship program will be managed through
an original TUFF Mentorship app offering a safe and
secure one-on-one communication server between
student athlete and mentor.

TUFF Mentorship App continued on pg 2…



After a series of extensive surveys from both parties, we will pair student athletes with
individuals from similar backgrounds who can best offer guidance.

Our volunteers will be expected to connect with
their mentees once a month through the app. In
this allotted time, mentors may offer advice on
recruitment, social life, academics, and more. As
well, student athletes can pose questions for their
role model. Depending on the nature of the
mentorship, the pair can elect to communicate
beyond the monthly interaction.

We are working with developers on programming
system protections within the app to guarantee
the safety of youth athletes and privacy of
mentors. By operating this program through a
virtual platform, we are able to remove any
potential in-person risk. In addition to pursuing
athletes who are in compliance with their
university standards, we are vetting each
volunteer.

We have chosen Detroit, MI as our
launch city. Currently, our team has
reached out to school counselors to find
eligible students. Athletes from the
University of Michigan will be matched
as their mentors.

Beyond offering a direct communication line, the
TUFF Mentorship app will include a tips page with
general information on healthy living, mental
health, and drug cessation.

To donate directly to the TUFF mentorship program,
please send an email of inquiry to updates@gettuff.org

TUFF on Saturdays

Look out for our Development Director
Joel Honigford this fall as he plays his
final season with the Wolverines.

Donation Recap
As seen in the cover page

photo, this past month, TUFF
hosted a uniform donation for
the Slavic Village Bears youth

football team in
Cleveland, OH.

Until recently, SVB struggled
to maintain a consistent team
identity as most players wore
different colored, old jerseys

and helmets.
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More TUFF
UPDATES

Donation Recap Cont’d

Our team was welcomed by the Cleveland
community as each athlete was gifted a new
jersey, mouthpiece, helmet, and Gatorade bottle.

Executive director Adam Shibley gave the TUFF
Talk.

Become a TUFF Superstar…

and sponsor a sports team today. In the donation
tier, ADOPT-A-TEAM, an individual covers the
cost of uniforms and accessories to a youth
program.

We will connect with your chosen program to
ensure that your donation impacts your local
community.

Read more about our donation tiers here.

TUFF’s Fall Schedule
● NEO Top 100 All Star Game

○ October 29th, 2022

○ Cleveland, OH

○ Showcase of the best 50

local 8th graders

● East Tech Women’s Basketball

○ Cleveland, OH

● East Tech Varsity Football

○ Cleveland, OH

Save the date!

The 3rd Annual Mr. Prodigy event which honors
the best youth football player in Cleveland will
be held the evening of January 28th, 2023 at
St. Ignatius Breen Center. Thank you to the

Cleveland Browns and Yours Truly Restaurants
for graciously sponsoring this event.

Throughout this past month, TUFF
received generous support from our
donors. August’s donation total was
over $7,000.

Contact the TUFF Team today.

Thank you TUFF Family for a successful summer of
fundraising!

Donate Today…
To continue to expand TUFF’s mission of creating accessibility for
children in youth athletics, we hope to raise $250,000 this Fall.

https://www.gettuff.org/donate
mailto:updates@gettuff.org
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